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Newsletter July 2006 

 
 
Message from the president: 
 
Hello everyone, and I hope this newsletter finds you well. 
 
The last six months have been a blur for me with a new research management role and a 
change in work address.  Nonetheless it has been great for me to keep a connection with basic 
science through the MBSANZ.  In fact, I recon networks are part of the value of societies like this 
one – friendly connections with colleagues of similar interest, when everything else seems to 
change constantly.  I want to say however that after 25 years at the bench, I honestly enjoy the 
challenge of working on the broader impacts our science has in the community. 
 
Big things on the horizon for our Society include the 2006 meeting in Melbourne, and the Pan 
Pacific Connective Tissue Societies meeting in Cairns next year.  Shireen Lamande, Sharon 
Byers and I will describe aspects of these meetings further below. 
 
I know there are many, many meetings that call for our input and interest, but the two we are 
planning represent real opportunities to focus on matrix biology in its many and varied forms. 
 
Until me meet in Melbourne, good luck and success in your research. 
 
 
Greg Harper 
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MBSANZ 2006. 
 
Plans for our 2006 annual scientific meeting in Melbourne are progressing rapidly thanks to the 
efforts of organizer Shireen Lamande and her committee. This year the MBSANZ will be held in 
conjunction with the AH&MRC congress. MBSANZ 2006 will open on Sunday 26th November 
with registration at 4pm and a welcome reception from 6pm. The MBSANZ meeting runs for 2 
full days concluding on Tuesday 28th November with our Annual General Meeting followed by a 
MBSANZ dinner at Bok Choy Tang in Federation Square.  
 
Key international and national speakers have been confirmed, including:: 
Prof Richard Flavell (Howard Hughes Medical Institute, USA) Plenary Speaker, Monday 27th, 
Prof Jean-Paul Thiery (Institut Curie, France) Plenary Speaker, Tuesday 28th, 
Prof Gillian Murphy,   University of Cambridge, UK 
Prof Tim Hardingham,   Director, UK Centre for Tissue Engineering 
Prof Francesco Ramirez,   Hospital for Special Surgery, New York, USA 
Dr Ross Garrett,   OsteoScreen, San Antonio, USA 
Prof John Bateman,   MCRI, Melbourne, Australia 
 
Early bird registration for the meeting closes on August 11th and abstracts are also required by 
August 11th. Two day and five day registration (covering the entire AH&MR Congress) is 
available.  As in the past, the MBSANZ will offer the Dennis Lowther award for best poster 
presentation by a student and the New Investigator award for an emerging postdoctoral member 
of the MBSANZ. 
 
The local organizing committee and the MBSANZ executive look forward to meeting all our 
members old and new in Melbourne.  
 
 
Details of the preliminary MBSANZ program can be found at:-  
http://www.ahmrcongress.org.au/downloads/MBSANZ%20ONLY%20program%20draft%202003
06.pdf 
 
To see details of AHMRC 2006 and to register for the conference go to:-    
http://www.ahmrcongress.org.au 
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30 Groups and Societies involved, over 60 international speakers, over 150 national speakers 
Plenary speakers:  Richard Flavell (Howard Hughes Medical Institute),  
      John Bergeron (McGill University) 
      Rudolf Jaenisch (Massachusetts Institute of Technology)  
     Joe Nevins (Duke Institute for Genome Sciences and Policy) 
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MBSANZ 2007 (The 6Th Pan Pacific Connective Tissue Societies Symposium). 
 
A group of your colleagues are now actively involved in the organization of the 6th PPCTSS 
which is planned for late 2007.  Our much loved annual meeting will be held in conjunction with 
this international meeting.   
 
The details for your diary are: 
Dates: -  October 29th to November 2nd, 2007 
Most likely venue:- A resort-style conference centre in Cairns, Far North Queensland 
Special feature: -  Access to the Barrier Reef and hinterland 
 
 
 
 
 
LOGO COMPETITION: 
 
Get those artistic juices flowing!  
 
We need a logo for the 2007 PPCTSS meeting and are looking for ideas from our members. 
Come up with the winning logo and receive $200 off your registration for the 2007 meeting. 
 
Closing date:-    Monday 31st July 2006 
Send your designs to Greg Harper (gharper@mla.com.au).  
 
 
 
 


